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BEFORE THE ARIZONA VETERINARY MEDICAL. EXAMINING BOARD 


IN THE MATTER OF: CASE No.: 21-63 


KATHERINE GOULBOURN, BVM&S CONSENT AGREEMENT 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
HOLDER OF LICENSE No. 6197 CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
FOR THE PRACTICE OF VETERINARY AND ORDER 


MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA, 


RESPONDENT. 
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In the interest of a prompt and judicious settlement of the above captioned 
matter before the Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board (“Board”) 
and consistent with the public interest, statutory requirements and responsibilities 
of the Board, and pursuant to A.R.S. §32-2201 ef. seq. and A.R.S. § 41-1092.07 
(F)(5), the undersigned party, Katherine Goulbourn, BVM&S (“Respondent”), 
holder of license No. 6197 for the practice of veterinary medicine in Arizona and 
the Board enter into this Consent Agreement, Findings of Fact, Conclusion of Law 


and Order (‘Consent Agreement’) as final disposition of this matter. 


CONSENT AGREEMENT 
Respondent understands and agrees that: 
1. The Board has jurisdiction over Respondent and the subject matter pursuant 
to A.R.S. §32-2201, et. seq. 
2. Respondent has the right to consult with an attorney prior to entering into 
this Consent Agreement. Respondent has a right to a public hearing concerning 


this case. She further acknowledges that at such hearing she could present 
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concerning this case. She further acknowledges that at such hearing she could 
present evidence and cross-examine witnesses. Respondent irrevocably waives 
her right to such a hearing. 

3. Respondent irrevocably waives any right to rehearing or review or to any 
judicial review or any other appeal of these matters. 

4. The Consent Agreement, once approved by the Board and signed by the 
Respondent, shall constitute a public record, which may be disseminated as a 
formal action of the Board. Sufficient evidence exists for the Board to make the 
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law set forth in the Consent Agreement. 

5. Respondent acknowledges and understands that this Consent 
Agreement will not become effective until the Board approves it and it is signed 
by the Board’s Executive Director. Respondent acknowledges and agrees thai 
upon signing and returning this Consent Agreement to the Board's Executive 
Director, Respondent may not revoke her acceptance of the Consent 
Agreement or make any modifications to the document, regardless of whether 
the Consent Agreement has been issued by the Executive Director. 

6. If any part of the Consent Agreement is later declared void or otherwise 
unenforceable, the remainder of the Order in its entirety shall remain in force 
and effect. 

7. Respondent acknowledges that any violation of this Consent Agreement 
constitutes unprofessional conduct pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2232 and may result 
in disciplinary action pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2234. 

8. This Consent Agreement and Order is effective on the date signed by the 


Board. 
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DATED this_ +2 day of uly 2021. 


Goulbourn, BVM&S 


FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and control of 
the practice of veterinary medicine in the State of Arizona. 

2. Respondent holds license No. 6197 for the practice of veterinary medicine 
in the State of Arizona. 

3. On October 1, 2020, “Callie,” a 6-month-old female Pitbull mix was 
presented to Respondent for a spay procedure and microchip implantation. 
Upon exam, the dog had a weight = 40.2 pounds, a temperature = 102.7 
degrees, a heart rate = 140bpm, and a respiration rate = pant; BCS 5/9. The 
only abnormality Respondent noted was a retained deciduous canine — tooth 
604. 

4. An lV catheter was placed, 0.9% Saline was started, and an Onsior tablet 
was given to the dog. The dog was pre-medicated with dexmedetomidine and 
hydromorphone IM; induced with propofol IV; and maintained on isoflurane 
and oxygen. The dog was clipped and prepped for surgery before being 
brought into the surgery suite. 

5. Respondent started the spay procedure; she had exteriorized a uterine 
horn, and stretched, or tore, the suspensory ligament. At this time, the dog 
reacted as if she was coming out of anesthesia — she began to move, swallow, 


and blink. Therefore, the isoflurane was increased; the dog was still not in an 
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appropriate anesthetic plane. The dog was administered the remaining 
amount of propofol from induction, then additional propofol to effect. The 
dog's oxygen was decreasing, staff confirmed that the oxygen flowmeter was 
registering oxygen flow, and the scavenging system was properly attached. 
Respondent stated that medical equipment was blocking her view of the 
anesthetic machine, but was ensured by staff that the machine was working 
oroperly. The dog's respiration slowed and oxygen level continued to decline, 
thus, Respondent had staff turn of the isoflurane. 

6. Another staff member was requested to assist} when she went to 
compress the reservoir bag to give the dog a manual respiration, it was 
discovered that the tubing connecting the oxygen flowmeter to the 
rebreathing circuit and scavenging system were not connected. The tubing 
was immediately connected and manual respirations were initiated; the dog 
did not resume respirations on her own. 

7. The dog was positioned for CPR, resuscitation medications were 
administered and Respondent began chest compressions. Complainant was 
contacted and was made of aware of what was occurring — she requested 
Respondent continue CPR if she thought the dog could be revived. 
Respondent continued until the dog’s pupils became fixed and dilated. 

8. The following day, Respondent spoke with Complainant; she expressed 
her sympathies and advised her that they discovered the oxygen hose was not 
connected to the machine, thus, the dog was not receiving oxygen once in 
the surgery suite. Respondent suspected the dog passed away from 
complications from hypoxia/anoxia. She stated that although she could not 


rule-out an underlying condition that was not apparent on exam, Respondent 
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still suspected hypoxia was the cause. Respondent advised Complainant that 
they had immediately instituted a new protocol to leak-check the anesthetic 
machines between circuit changes, not just at the beginning of a surgery 


morning. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
9. The Findings of Fact constitutes a violation A.R.S. § 32-2232 (11) gross 
negligence — treatment of a patient or practice of veterinary medicine resulting 
in injury, Unnecessary suffering or death that was caused by carelessness, 
negligence or the disregard of established principles or practices — for failure to 
ensure that anesthetic equipment was in working condition and connected 


correctly prior to surgery. 


ORDER 


Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, it is 
ORDERED that Respondent, License No. 6197, is issued a Decree of Censure. 

1. This Consent Agreement is conclusive evidence of the matters described 
and may be considered by the Board in determining an appropriate sanction 
in the event a subsequent violation occurs. In the event Respondent violates 
any term of this Consent Agreement, the Board may, after opportunity for 
Informal Interview or Formal Hearing, take any other appropriate disciplinary 
action authorized by law, including suspension or revocation of Respondent's 


license. 


ISSUED THIS /3% DAY OF lg _, 2021. 
FOR THE BOARD: 
ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
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Jim Loughead, Chairperson 
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Victoria’ Whitmore, Executive Director 


Original of the foregoing filed 
This _/3 day of pety— 2021 with: 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams St, Ste. 4600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Copy of the foregoing mailed by Certified, return receipt mail 
This_J3 day of poly , 2021 to: 


Katherine Goulbourn, BVM&S 
Adaress on file 
Respondent 


Copy of the foregoing mailed by regular mail 
This _/3" day of joctye 5202110: 


David Sioll, Esq. 

Beaugureau, Hancock, Stoll and Schwartz, PC 
302 E. Coronado Rd 

Phoenix, Arizona 85004 


By: 
Board Staff 
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